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7. The expenses incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from
September 15, 1997, through March 14,
1998, that are directly attributable to the ex-
ercise of powers and authorities conferred by
the declaration of a national emergency with
respect to Iran are reported to be approxi-
mately $1.3 million, most of which represent
wage and salary costs for Federal personnel.
Personnel costs were largely centered in the
Department of the Treasury (particularly in
the Office of Foreign Assets Control, the
U.S. Customs Service, the Office of the
Under Secretary for Enforcement, and the
Office of the General Counsel), the Depart-
ment of State (particularly the Bureau of
Economic and Business Affairs, the Bureau
of Near Eastern Affairs, the Bureau of Intel-
ligence and Research, and the Office of the
Legal Adviser), and the Department of Com-
merce (the Bureau of Export Administration
and the General Counsel’s Office).

8. The situation reviewed above continues
to present an extraordinary and unusual
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States. The dec-
laration of the national emergency with re-
spect to Iran contained in Executive Order
12957 and the comprehensive economic
sanctions imposed by Executive Order 12959
underscore the United States Government’s
opposition to the actions and policies of the
Government of Iran, particularly its support
of international terrorism and its efforts to
acquire weapons of mass destruction and the
means to deliver them. The Iranian Trans-
actions Regulations issued pursuant to Exec-
utive Orders 12957, 12959, and 13059 con-
tinue to advance important objectives in pro-
moting the nonproliferation and anti-terror-
ism policies of the United States. I shall exer-
cise the powers at my disposal to deal with
these problems and will report periodically
to the Congress on significant developments.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 16, 1998.

Remarks at a Democratic Business
Council Dinner
March 16, 1998

Thank you, please be seated. Thank you
Tom, Steve, Len, Terry. Ladies and gentle-
men, thank you all for being here tonight,
for your support for the Democratic Party,
and especially for the Business Council.

The two things that I really like, that have
kind of flowered in the last 5 years since I’ve
been here for our party, are this Democratic
Business Council and the Women’s Leader-
ship Forum. And Hillary is in Georgia tonight
at a WLF meeting. We really believe in what
they have done to broaden the base of the
Democratic Party—not just the financial
base but also the political base of the party—
bringing people in and giving them a voice
and giving them a chance to be heard and
bringing in new areas of expertise that have
made a real difference to us. And so I thank
you for that.

I was sitting here tonight wondering what
I ought to say. One of you gave me this little
cup of coffee with my name on it—a little
cup. If this is the case, we won’t have any
small coffees at the White House. [Laughter]
I thought that was pretty funny. [Laughter]
Another one of you in the line said that your
96-year-old grandmother said to tell the
President that he and that young man are
doing a good job. I said, ‘‘Who’s the young
man?’’ And she said, ‘‘Al Gore.’’ [Laughter]
That really hurt. [Laughter]

Today I did two things that embody what
I hope the next 3 years will be about. Name-
ly, taking advantage of these good times: first
balanced budget in a generation and the low-
est unemployment, the lowest crime rate in
24 years, the lowest welfare rolls in 27 years,
highest homeownership in history, lowest in-
flation in 30 years—these good times, taking
advantage of them and preparing for the
long-term prosperity and success of the
American people, and trying to advance the
cause of peace and freedom and prosperity
throughout the world.

I started the day by going out to a high
school in suburban Maryland and meeting
with two dozen other people, including the
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superintendent of schools in New York City,
the mayor of Los Angeles, the Governors of
West Virginia and Maryland, and any num-
ber of other experts who came together to
sit and talk with me—educational experts—
about a big part of one of our country’s most
profound challenges, and that is the low level
of performance of our high school seniors
on international math and science tests.

One example of the general problem,
which is as follows: Everybody in this country
and everybody in the world with an informed
opinion would tell you that the United States
is fortunate enough to have the best system
of higher education in the world. No one
with an informed opinion would assert that
we have the best system of elementary and
secondary education in the world. And yet
we have a lot of wonderful people out there
giving their careers to teaching. And we have
example after example after example of
schools that are succeeding against all the
odds.

Now, this school that I visited in Maryland
today had white and African-American and
Hispanic and Indian and Pakistani students
and Arab-American students. It was an amaz-
ing—a lot of Asian-American students—it
was an amazing myriad of our country just
up the road in Maryland. And they have quite
high levels of performance in math and
science. So I went there to talk about it. And
two of the people on the panel were the
teacher, a Japanese-American physics teach-
er; and a student, a Hispanic, a young woman
who was a student there. And we talked
about what we could do to improve math and
science education. And I talked about our
plans to hook up every classroom and library
in every school in America to the Internet
by the year 2000. When we started in ’94
only 34 percent of the schools were hooked
up; today 75 percent of the schools are
hooked up. That’s not every classroom in
every school, but at least we’ve got some
hookups to the Internet in 75 percent of the
schools in America now. So we’re moving.

We talked about the plan to certify
100,000 master teachers, to make absolutely
sure that they are academically well qualified
to the highest degree, and then to get those
people paid more, so we can put one master
teacher in every school building in America

to try to change the culture of learning and
the standards of learning. We talked about
the need to give teachers who are in the work
force the ability to go back and train, get
higher levels of training.

This is the only country in the world where
you have large numbers of people teaching
math and science courses that they did not
major in or minor in in college, simply be-
cause of the shortage that exists. And if we
don’t do something, it’s likely to get worse.
There are over 350,000 vacancies in informa-
tion technology today in America, with an av-
erage starting salary of $48,000 a year. The
average salary of all teachers, including the
most senior, in America, in the wealthiest
school district—the average salary is not
close to $48,000 a year. So this is a formida-
ble challenge.

But the good news is, I had two dozen
really smart Americans from all walks of life
there in this wonderful American school. And
we were working on it and we believe we
can do something about it. We know we have
to have more courses offered; we know we
have to train the teachers better; we know
we have to find more funds for these short-
age areas. But I also told the students, with
whom I spoke later—and I actually didn’t get
booed when I said it—that I thought they
should be required to take chemistry and
physics and calculus and trigonometry, and
that they would all need it—and that we had
opened the doors to college to everyone with
the balanced budget plan, with the HOPE
scholarships, and all the other incentives,
they needed to have to do this.

And once I assured the seniors that didn’t
mean they had to stay another year in high
school—[laughter]—I got a pretty high level
of support for this proposition. I think part
of it is sibling malice: they liked the idea that
their younger brothers and sisters might have
a bigger burden than they did. [Laughter]
But seriously, it was a very good thing. And
I thought, this is what we ought to be doing.
While we have the national self-confidence
and the emotional room, we ought to be
thinking about these big problems down the
road, and we ought to be moving on them.

And tonight before I came over here, I
began—true to my dear ancestors, I began
what will be about a 30-hour marathon effort
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to close as many gaps as I can in the Irish
peace process, because all the major players
in the Irish peace process are coming to
America for St. Patrick’s Day, which will be
tomorrow. And it’s very good—my Cassidy
relatives in Ireland sent my daughter an Irish
cross, my wife an Irish pin, sent me green
cufflinks to wear tomorrow and two green
ties. I have to chide them; the two green ties
were made in Italy, but they’re beautiful
nonetheless. [Laughter]

And I thought to myself, this is what we
ought to be doing. Because the United States
is fortunate that at the end of the cold war,
we don’t feel our security immediately
threatened, we need to be able to stand up
for the long term. We need to imagine what
Europe can be like if the Irish are at peace,
what Europe can be like if the Bosnian peace
process works, what Europe can be like if
the difficulties in Kosovo are not allowed to
engulf the Balkans in a new controversy. And
we have the capacity to affect this.

Hillary and I are leaving on Sunday to go
to Africa. It will be the first time an American
President, a serving American President, has
ever made a tour of sub-Saharan Africa.
President Carter and President Reagan made
brief stops in one country. No American
President has been to these five countries
where I’m going, in the way I’m going. The
House of Representatives, in a bipartisan
fashion passed the Africa Trade Initiative a
few days ago, and I hope the Senate will pass
it soon. A big part of our future will be caught
up in what happens in Africa. If Africa suc-
ceeds in developing stable market-oriented
democracies, then it’s a big market oppor-
tunity for the United States. If Africa should
become convulsed again in a whole round
of political turmoil, civil war, economic deg-
radation, there will be consequences that we
will feel here.

So I thought to myself as we were prepar-
ing for that today, this is what we ought to
be doing. I met last week, late last week, with
the Medicare Commission. We are now
meeting for a year. We’ve got a Commission
that I’ve appointed, along with congressional
leaders, to try to look at the long-run health
and viability of the Medicare program. To-
morrow Senator Moynihan and I and others
are going to announce his support for our

Medicare legislation to let people between
the ages of 55 and 65 who don’t have health
insurance buy into Medicare if they can do
it without burdening the Trust Fund. These
are the kinds of things we ought to be doing.

I say this just to tell you that there is a
direct connection between your support
through this Business Council of our party
and what we are doing that will change the
lives of the future of the American people.
That’s what you have to understand.

Lois Capps just won this great race in Cali-
fornia—unbelievable victory. Now, in Wash-
ington, people tend to see every victory or
defeat in great national terms. I basically
spent enough time out there in the country
to know that that’s almost always wrong. It’s
against my self-interest to say it, probably,
but it’s wrong. She won because she’s a mag-
nificent person, because her late husband
was a wonderful man, because she ran a great
grassroots campaign. But the important thing
is that the issues she ran on and won on are
the issues that were embodied in the State
of the Union or the issues that are embodied
in the message of our party and the future
we’re trying to build for America. Don’t
squander the surplus until you save Social
Security first, pass the Patient’s Bill of Rights,
focus on education, focus on the environ-
ment, focus on the long-run challenges of the
country. That’s what we are doing here.
That’s what you are a part of. That’s what
we want you to be a part of.

So when you go home tonight, you ought
to ask yourself—and make sure you can give
an answer—why did I go to that dinner to-
night? Why did I write that check? You
should know that because of your support,
your country is stronger; we’re moving in the
right direction; and we’re thinking about to-
morrow.

Thank you very much. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m. in the
ballroom at the Sheraton Carlton Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to C. Thomas Hendrickson,
chair, Democratic Business Council; Steve Gross-
man, national chair, and Leonard Barrack, na-
tional finance chair, Democratic National Com-
mittee; and Democratic Party fundraiser Terence
McAuliffe.
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Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner
March 16, 1998

Thank you very much, Len and Steve. La-
dies and gentlemen, a lot of you go to a lot
of these dinners. I was sitting here thinking,
what could I say to you tonight that you have
not heard already? Then I thought, well,
maybe I should say to you tonight what you
have heard already.

You may have heard me tell this story, but
one of my favorite insights into communica-
tions came not at a political speech but at
a rock concert several years ago, where Tina
Turner was singing when she made her great
comeback. She finished this new album, ‘‘Pri-
vate Dancer,’’ and she was going around the
country doing these concerts. And she sang
all the new songs; all the young people in
the audience loved the songs. At the end she
started to sing ‘‘Proud Mary,’’ which was her
first hit, and all the old guys like me loved
that. And so she started to sing it a couple
of times, and the crowd was cheering so loud
she backed away. And finally she said, ‘‘You
know, I’ve been singing this song for 25
years, but it gets better every time I sing it.’’
[Laughter] So maybe I should just say the
same old thing.

Let me say today—I’d like to talk to you
about what I did today, in two different ways,
because I think it stands for what I believe
we ought to be doing as a country. I started
today by getting in a car and driving out to
suburban Maryland to a high school to meet
with two dozen people, including experts in
national testing, other education experts, ex-
perts in science and math education, the
mayor of Los Angeles, the mayor of Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, the Governors of West Virginia
and Maryland, the superintendent of schools
in New York City, and the State superintend-
ent in Kentucky, a number of others, to talk
about math and science education and why
Americans scored so low in the international
math and science test for high school seniors
when we were near the top of the scores of
the international math and science test for
fourth graders. What happens between the
4th grade and the 12th grade?

Then tonight, before I started my rounds,
I was meeting—having the first of a whole

marathon set of meetings I’ll be having over
the next 30 hours or so with participants in
the Irish peace process, trying to get it back
on track and hopefully bring it to a successful
conclusion this year. Two apparently dispar-
ate things, but they both represent—espe-
cially since the high school where we met
in Maryland had students who were basically
white students, students who were African-
Americans, students who were Hispanic stu-
dents, who were Asian, who were south
Asian, Arab-Americans—I mean, it’s an
amazing student body—both things rep-
resent to me what we ought to be doing now,
which is looking to the long-term interests
of the country, preparing for the 21st cen-
tury, thinking about the big issues.

And that’s what I tried to talk about in
the State of the Union Address. It’s all very
well to say—and, believe me, I am pro-
foundly grateful that we have the lowest un-
employment and crime rates in 24 years, 15
million new jobs, and all-time high home-
ownership, lowest inflation rate in 30 years,
and the lowest welfare rolls in 20 years. I
am profoundly grateful for that. And for all
of you that helped me do any of that and
helped the American people achieve that in
your private capacities or as citizens, I’m
grateful for that. But we need to take this
time, which is highly dynamic, and imagine
what we want this country to look like in 20
years and do what it takes to get us there.

And so I just mention those 2 examples
because they’re 2 of 10 I could mention.
That’s why I want us to reform Medicare and
Social Security for the 21st century and the
baby boom generation before we go about
spending this budget surplus that is just now
beginning to materialize. It’s why I want us
to take a serious look at our educational and
environmental challenges and prepare for
the 21st century.

You think about it. Everybody in this coun-
try knows we’ve got the best college system
in the world, the best system of higher edu-
cation in the world. No one in America be-
lieves we have the best system of elementary
and secondary education in the world. And
yet, we have wonderful people involved in
it, teaching in it, being principals in it, trying
to make it go every day.
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